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(57) Abstract: A method of forming a wellbore casing within a bore- 
hole (10) that traverses a subterranean formation includes the steps of 
assembling a tubular liner by coupling a threaded portion (24) of a 
first tubular member ( 10) to a threaded portion (22) of a second tubu- 
lar member (14) and coupling a tubular sleeve (40) to the threaded 
portions (22,24) of the first (16) and second (14) tubular members. 
The method further includes positioning the wellbore casing within 
the borehole ( 1 0). The step of coupling the tubular sleeve (40) through 
the threaded portions (22,24) of the first (16) and second ( 14 ) tubular 
members includes applying impulsive magnetic eneigy to the tubular 
sleeve (40). 
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(57) Abstract: A melhiKl of forming a wellbore casing within a bore- 
hole (10) that traverses a subterranean formation includes the steps of 
assembling a tubular liner by coupling a threaded portion (24) of a 
first tubular member ( 16) to a threaded portion (22) of a second tubu- 
lar member (14) and coupling a tubular sleeve (40) to the threaded 
portions (22,24) of the first (16) and second (14) tubular members. 
The method further includes positioning the wellbore casing within 
(he borehole (10). The step of coupling the tubular sleeve (40) through 
the threaded portions (22,24) of the first (16) and second (14) tubular 
members includes applying impulsive magnetic energy to the tubular 
sleeve (40). 



WO 2004/018824 A3 I DHI II11IHI tl US1 1111 Dill 1111 1 11 III Hill lllli till llill tllll UD IIB1B llll IQI 9D 



Published: 

— with international search report 

— with amended t 'laitnx 

{XX) thtir of publication of I he international search report: 

29 July 



Dale of publication ol the amended claims: 7 April 2(K)5 

For two-le.lter t'oJrs and othe.r abbreviations, refer to the "Guid- 
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations" appearing at the. begin- 
ning of each regular issue, of the I *C7* Gazette. 



WO 2(104/018824 



PCT/US2003/025677 



AMENDED CLAIMS 

[received by the International Bureau on 20 July 2004 (20.07.04); 
original claims 1-4 have been amended; claims 5-1 6 have been added] 

Claims 

What is claimed is: 

1. A method of forming a wellbore casing within a borehole that traverses a subterranean 
formation, comprising: 

assembling a tubular liner assembly by a process comprising; 

coupling a threadad portion of a first tubular member to the threaded portion 

of a second tubular member; and 
coupling a tubular sleeve to the threaded portions of the first and second 
tubular members; 
positioning the tubular liner assembly within the borehole; and 
radially expanding and plastically def orming the tubular liner assembly within the 
borehole; 

wherein coupling the tubular sleeve to the threaded portions of the first and second 
tubular members comprises: 

applying impulsive magnetic energy to the tubular sleeve. 

2. A method of forming a coupling between metallic tubular members comprising a process 
comprising: 

forming a female coupling portion on a first tubular member; 
forming a male coupling portion on a second tubular member, 
forming at least one raised ridge ring between the male and female 
coupling portions; 

coupling the female coupling portion of the first tubular member and the 
male portion of the second tubular member including pressing the 
coupling portions together in surface-to-surface contact; 

applying a tubular sleeve to exterior surfaces of the pressed together coupling 
portions of the first and second tubular members using a magnetic 
impulse generator, and 

radially expanding and plastically deforming the coupling between the tubular 
members with the tubular sleeve applied. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein coupling the male and female coupling portions together 
further comprises forming at least one ridge ring interposed between the coupling portions to 
increase the surface-to-surface stress, thereby facilitating sealing between the first and 
second tubular members. 
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4. The method of claim 2 wherein coupling the male and female coupling portions together 
further comprises forming a layer of material softer than the metallic tubular members 
interposed between the coupling portions to increase the surface-to-surface stress, thereby 
facilitating sealing between the first and second tubular members. 

5. A method of forming a wellbore casing within a borehole that traverses a subterranean 
formation, comprising: 

assembling a tubular liner assembly by a process comprising: 

coupling an end of a first tubular member to an end of a second tubular 
member; and 

coupling a tubular sleeve to the ends of the first and second tubular members; 
positioning the tubular Kner assembly within the borehole; and 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the tubular liner assembly within the 

borehole; 

wherein coupling the tubular sleeve to the ends of the first and second tubular 
members comprises: 

applying impulsive magnetic energy to the tubular sleeve. 

6. A method of forming a coupling between metallic tubular members comprising a 
process comprising the steps of: 

coupling the ends of first and second tubular members; 

applying a tubular sleeve to the ends of the first and second tubular members using 

magnetic energy; and 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the coupling between the first and 

second tubular members with the tubular sleeve applied. 

7. The method of claim 6, wherein coupling the ends of the first and second tubular 
members comprises increasing the surface-to-surface stress between the first and second 
tubular members. 

8. The method of claim 6, wherein coupling the ends of the first and second tubular 
members comprises forming a layer of material softer than the ends of the first and second 
tubular members interposed between the ends of the first and second tubular members. 

9. A system for forming a wellbore casing within a borehole that traverses a subterranean 
formation, comprising: 

means for assembling a tubular liner assembly comprising: 
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means for coupling a threaded portion of a first tubular member to the 

threaded portion of a second tubular member, and 
means for coupling a tubular sleeve to the threaded portions of the first and 
second tubular members; 
means for positioning the tubular liner assembly within the borehole; and 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the tubular liner assembly 
within the borehole; 

wherein means for coupling the tubular sleeve to the threaded portions of the first and 
second tubular members comprises; 

means for applying impulsive magnetic energy to the tubular sleeve. 

1 0. A system for forming a coupling between metallic tubular members comprising: 

means for forming a female coupling portion on a first tubular member, 
means for forming a male coupling portion on a second tubular member; 
means for forming at least one raised ridge ring between the male and female 
coupling portions; 

means for coupling the female coupling portion of the first tubular member and the 
male portion of the second tubular member including pressing the 
coupling portions together in surface-to-surface contact; 

means for applying a tubular sleeve to exterior surfaces of the pressed together 
coupling portions of the first and second tubular members using magnetic 
energy; and 

means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the coupling between the 
tubular members with the tubular sleeve applied. 

1 1 . The system claim 10, wherein means for coupling the mate and female coupling portions 
together further comprises means for forming at least one ridge ring interposed between the 
coupling portions to increase the surface-to-surface stress. 

12. The system of claim 10, wherein means for coupling the male and female coupling 
portions together further comprises means for forming a layer of material softer than the 
metallic tubular members Interposed between the coupling portions to increase the surface- 
to-surface stress, thereby facilitating sealing between the first and second tubular members. 

13. A system for forming a wellbore casing within a borehole that traverses a subterranean 
formation, comprising: 

means for assembling a tubular liner assembly by a prooess comprising: 



AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19) 



WO 2004/018824 



PCT/US2003/025677 



means for coupling an end of a first tubular member to an end of a second 

tubular member, and 
means for coupling a tubular sleeve to the ends of the first and second tubular 

members; 

means for positioning the tubular liner assembly within the borehole; and 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the tubular liner assembly 
within the borehole; 

wherein means for coupling the tubular sleeve to the ends of the first and second 
tubular members comprises: 

applying impulsive magnetic energy to the tubular sleeve. 

14. A system for forming a coupling between metallic tubular members comprising: 
means for coupling the ends of first and second tubular members; 

means for applying a tubular sleeve to the ends of the first and second tubular 

members using magnetic energy; and 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the coupling between the first 

and second tubular members with the tubular sleeve applied. 

15. The system of claim 14, wherein means for coupling the ends of the first and second 
tubular members comprises means for increasing the surface-to-surface stress between the 
first and second tubular members. 

16. The system of claim 14, wherein means for coupling the ends of the first and second 
tubular members comprises means for forming a layer of material softer than the ends of the 
first and second tubular members interposed between the ends of the first and second 
tubular members. 
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